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T o w n  N e w s

 Water Quality Testing, CAFO update
—rural lands Conservation Committee

On September 21, 2015, the Town of York Board voted to enact a moratorium on Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs). As a part of the moratorium, the Rural Lands 
Conservation Committee (RLCC) was reinstated. Bob Bergman, April Prusia, Nana Schowalter, 
Bethany Emond Storm, and Dan Truttmann were appointed by the Plan Commission to create a 
Large Livestock Siting Ordinance for the Town of York. Th e RLCC met once or twice a month 
since January 2016. Th e members researched the issue extensively, reading similar ordinances that 
towns and counties had adopted, and discussing what agriculture looks like in York today. Two 
public meetings were held in last year: An informal meeting with local farmers was held on June 
9, 2016, and a public informational meeting was held on October 11, 2016. Both meetings were 
hosted by the RLCC in order to discuss, educate, and gather the opinions (See WATER, p. 3) 

What is a Watershed?
—BetHany emond storm

You may have heard the phrase "watershed restoration" or "watershed protection." But what 
does that mean? Simply put, a watershed is the land through which water fl ows before entering 
into a particular body of water. Here in southwestern Wisconsin, we are located in the Upper 
Mississippi watershed. Everything we do on our land here travels to the Mississippi River and 
eventually reaches the Gulf of Mexico either from overland fl ow or through underground 
channels. Major watersheds like the Upper Mississippi are made up (SEE WATERSHED, p. 4) 

Local watershed map.  Which one are you drinking from?
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—1st supervisor tim Czerwonka

My family and I recently visited the 
Swiss Historical Village and Muse-

um in New Glarus. One of the first things 
you’ll see on the tour is a depiction of the 
“Landsgemeinde.” This is where all resi-
dents gather to vote on important matters 
of the day. To paraphrase Wikipedia, this 
“cantonal assembly” constitutes one of the 
oldest forms of direct democracy. Sounds 
like a good idea, right? If so, read on!

Residents of townships across Wisconsin 
still have this opportunity to gather and 
vote on issues they feel important during 
the town’s annual meeting. According to 
Wisconsin Statute §60.11, this meeting will 
be held on the 3rd Tuesday of April or at 
least within ten days of this date.   During 
this meeting, anyone eligible to vote in the 
town may make and second motions and 
vote on matters brought during this session. 
Please note however, there are limits to 
authority during the annual meeting and 
actions on issues not specifically allowed 
within §60.10 (and even many within 
§60.10) are advisory only.

During our last annual meeting, we 
discussed the 2016 financial report, the 
2017 budget, our Recycling Center, and a 
couple of other matters which affect resi-
dents in the town. I believe this opportu-
nity is one of the unique privileges afforded 
to residents of Towns within the State of 
Wisconsin.

The Town of York’s next annual meeting 
will be April 17, 2018, at 8:00 PM—I’ll see 
you there!

—2nd supervisor steve Hermanson

Another year has come and gone since 
the last newsletter. As a township we have a 
good line of equipment. Everything is in good 
condition and relatively new with the excep-
tion of the international plow truck. This 
truck will need to be replaced at some point, 
but there is no room for that in our present 
budget. We will have expenses with the New 
Glarus Fire Department of $9055.00 for the 
building addition in 2018, and have budgeted 
22,635 for 2018 and 2019 for a new fire truck. 
We plan on putting a new roof on the town 
hall this fall. 

We now have part time employees for the 
town which has allowed us to be more efficient 
in meeting the needs of the constituents. We 
have managed a surplus balance since 2011 
to overcome any unexpected expenses. For 
every tax dollar spent, Town of York receives 
8 cents for our budget. We will continue to be 
diligent about staying within the budget. The 
board has been successful in staying within 
the budget as we have not had to raise taxes 
within the past several years. We look forward 
to another successful year.

—CHairman dan reeson

Welcome to Fall. If you live in the Town 
of York it’s another time of year for 

farm equipment everywhere. Please take your 
time and slow down just a little on the roads, 
you never know who or what is just around 
the corner. Thanks. 

If you live on a private road, please check your 
roads for trees and brush growing out into the 
roads, and try before the snow flies to get it cut 
back. If you need a firetruck or ambulance they 
can get in and out ok, at least 12 feet wide and 12 
to 14 feet high clearance.

Alliant Energy is planning installing new 
power lines next year along Hay Hollow, York 
Center, Badger, and County Highway A. 

Now for all the people that run this Town of 
York, the Board, Nancy or Clerk every month I 
think she is asked to do more, Ann our Treasurer 
for keeping the check book straight, Tim and 
Steve for making my job easier, York’s part time 
patrol help, Wayne, keeps everything running 
good, mowing, grading, putting up signage, 
the list goes on. Travis, who does most of the 
snow plowing, Carly for cleaning the town hall, 
Kim, Cynthia, and April for watching the recy-
cling center, our building inspector Mike Finley 
(Mike is at the Town Hall on Thursdays from 11 
AM until Noon); Planning Commission: Curt, 
Terri, Linda, Marselino, and our newest member 
Brandy Lyda, and Brian who just stepped down, 
thanks for all you time and input, wishing you 
well. Rural Land Conservation Committee: 
Nana, Bob, April, Bethany, and Dan. Our elec-
tion workers, Kelly, Marlys, Heidi, Kit, Susan, 
Harriett, Linda, and Steve, Thanks every one 
of you who run the Town of York. And of 
course Carrie for the newsletter. Have a great 
Fall, Go Badgers, Go Pack, and you Bear fans, 
there is always next year.

F r o m  o u r  T o w n  B o a r d

—treasurer ann Carlson

Property taxes: Once again this year you can 
pay your property taxes online using a credit 

card or debit card. Another option is to pay with 
an electronic check (debit) from your checking 
account. An advantage to paying by electroni-
cally is that you get confirmation of your pay-
ment and can print a receipt immediately. Both 
of these options are available through the secure 
county website (www.co.green.wi.gov). A listing 
of the 2017 tax roll will be posted on the town 
website (www.townofyork.org). Collections at 
the York Town Hall will be on Saturday, De-
cember 30, 2017 and Saturday, January 27, 2018.

Mailing payments is the most efficient payment 
process. All payments with a postmark date of 
December 31, 2017 and prior will be posted in 

2017. All payments with a postmark of January 
31, 2018 will be applied to the first installment in 
2018. All payments made after January 31, 2018 
are to be mailed to Green County. Payments 
requiring a receipt must include an email address 
or a self-addressed stamped envelope. Escrow 
checks exceeding taxes due will be accepted and 
the overpayment refunded to the tax payer after 
the next town board meeting. Any two-party 
checks need to be endorsed by the taxpayer and 
all checks written prior to February 1, 2018 need 
to be made payable to: Town of York.

Dog license fees remain unchanged: males 
and females, $10; spayed and neutered, $5; 
multiple dog fee of $40 for up to 12 dogs and 
$4 for each additional dog. A copy of rabies 
vaccination records is required to be on file 

before a dog license will be issued.
What is a mil rate and how is it determined? 

A mil rate is basically the dollar amount of tax 
per $1,000 of assessed value. When all levies 
have been set be the state, county, township, 
schools, and vocational districts, a mil rate is 
computed for each by dividing the amount 
levied by the total assessed value. Residents of 
York have one of three mil rates, depending on 
which school district they reside in. The mil 
rate seen on the tax bill is the state mil rate + 
the county mil rate – the county sales tax mil 
rate + the township mil rate – the school tax 
credit mil rate + the mil rates for the school 
district and vocational district in which the 
taxpayer owns land. Typically, as assessed value 
increases, the mil rate decreases.

2018 trees for sale
Green County Land & Water 

Conservation Dept.

visit

http://www.co.green.
wi.gov/localgov_

departments_details.
asp?deptid=114&locid=148

for a list of trees  
and order form

http://www.co.green.wi.gov/localgov_departments_details.asp?deptid=114&locid=148
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News from the York Township Plan Commission
—terri nipple, plan Commission seCretary

The York Township Plan Commission would like residents to know that if you are plan-
ning on selling, developing, or dividing any property at any time, you must attend a 

Plan Commission meeting prior to doing the transaction. Please bring with you a completed 
PRELIMINARY PARCEL DIVISION / TRANSFER INQUIRY FORM posted on the 
Township website under FORMS. Be sure to include other supporting documents, includ-
ing a CSM (Certifi ed Survey Map) if you have one, and include the Tax Parcel Number, as 
requested on the form.

 Th e Plan Commission will review your request, form, and supporting documents. If your 
request is within the requirements of York Township Ordinance #16-03, the request will be 
forwarded to the York Town Board for approval. Meeting with the Plan Commission prior to 
transferring/developing, or dividing any property within the Township, helps to insure that 
your transaction complies with the Town’s Ordinance. Th is also helps keep the Township’s 
Dwelling Unit Allotment Data Base updated.

Th e York Township Plan Commission regularly meets on the fi rst Tuesday of the month in 
the York Town Hall. A request to be on the agenda should be made at least a few days prior to 
our meeting to allow for legal posting. Such a request may be made to any Plan Commission 
member. See www.townofyork.org for information.

Town of York Recycling Center hours:
Saturdays 8 am to 12 pm, year-round

Wednesdays 5 to 8 pm, June through August

(WATER, continued from p. 1) of inter-
ested town residents. Th e fi rst draft  of the Large 
Livestock Siting Ordinance for the Town of 
York was completed and approved by both the 
Plan Commission and the Town Board in late 
spring. Th e Board took the ordinance 
to Midwest Environmental Advocates 
lawyers to get the ordinance vetted. 
Currently, the RLCC is reviewing the 
lawyers’ comments and making the 
recommended changes and additions.

Th e RLCC is currently gathering and 
synthesizing data regarding the current 
state of the soils, surface, and groundwater in the 
Town of York. Th e RLCC is also interested in 
collecting current data from residents to include in 
their fi ndings. Th ey are interested in fi nding out if 

you are aware of facilities like the 5800 cow dairy 
being built in Sylvester township in Green County.

We are encouraging residents to get 
their well water tested during the month 
of November. Test kits will be provided at 

the Town Recycling Center on 
November 11 and 18.

We are also conducting an online 
survey with a few questions about water 
quality awareness. Please follow this link 
to participate: 
h t t p : / / t i n y u r l . c o m /
YorkWaterSurvey

If you prefer a paper copy, some will be avail-
able at the Recycling Center on November 11 
and 18. RLCC will hold a public informational 
meeting to discuss  survey results at a later date.

Recycling Hazardous 
Materials

—tim Czerwonka

Not all of our garbage is safe to be simply 
tossed in garbage or recycle bins.   In 

addition to paying for removal of trash and 
recycling at our Recycling Center, the Town 
currently accepts and pays additional money 
for disposal of certain other common house-
hold items which are considered hazardous 
waste.

Th ese include fl uorescent light bulbs , both 
tube type and those curly CFLs; rechargeable 
batteries, both NiMH (nickel-metal hydride) 
and NiCd (nickel-cadmium); and lithium 
batteries, including coin-type and those found 
in some cell phones.  

We are currently working with PKK 
Lighting in Middleton.  PKK claims that 
almost every component in a lighting system 
can be 100% recycled and provides the Town 
with proof and assurance of proper disposal 
to protect against potential future liability for 
improper disposal. PKK lighting works closely 
with File13 in Madison for proper disposal of 
batteries.

As an example of costs associated with 
proper recycling, the town pays $0.45 per 
4� fl uorescent tube and $0.55 per CFL. 
Not cheap! Among other reasons, use of 
individually numbered window hangtags 
at our facility helps to keep costs down by 
helping to ensure that only residents are using 
our facility. 

If you are bringing fl uorescent lighting or 
batteries to our recycling center, please check 
with one of our site supervisors to ensure 
proper storage and sorting of your items while 
they await pickup.  As always, they can answer 
any questions you may have regarding items 
you might bring to our recycling center.

We are doing it again!

Town of York 
Home Water Test

Test kit bottle $3, 
cost of testing $46.

First 30 test kit bottles are free at the recycling 
center Nov. 11 and 18. Results are confi dential 

and sent to the homeowner.

a note From tHe ytn editor

Tim has been sorting batteries at the Recycling Center these past few Saturdays. I miss my 
husband! I know the components and rules have changed in recent years, and there are a 

lot of batteries out there: I hope this visual helps with your sorting. 

Dispose in Trash 
DO NOT RECYCLE

York pays per pound to recycle hazardous 
waste. Alkaline batteries are not considered 

hazardous, and are not recyclable. These 
should accompany your normal trash.helping to ensure that only residents are using helping to ensure that only residents are using 

Lith
ium

Rechargeables
Rechargeables
Rechargeables
Rechargeables

Tool Batteries

Lith
ium

Hearing aid batteries

Alkaline

Tool Batteries

Nickel-Metal
Hydride Tool Batteries

Hazardous! (Give to site supervisor directly for recycling)

Ni-Cd

http://tinyurl.com/YorkWaterSurvey
http://www.townofyork.org/
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(WATERSHED, continued from p. 1) of 
many little watersheds. In fact, each creek 
or pond has its own defined watershed. 

I live in the Daugherty Creek watershed. 
My septic field, if not properly designed, 
could leach into the creek via underground 
channels. Any fertilizer my neighbors and I 
use, natural or otherwise, could potentially 
get into the creek if spread at the wrong time 
of year or in the wrong concentrations. As a 
homeowner, I am responsible for protecting 
Daugherty Creek. 

Daugherty Creek is a part of the Lower East 
Branch Pecatonica River basin, a HUC 10 
watershed. Basin, or drainage basin, is another 
term used to describe a watershed area. The 
HUC, or Hydrologic Unit Code, refers to the 
classification system used to define which larger 
watershed a small watershed belongs to. A HUC 
2 watershed, such as the Upper Mississippi water-
shed, is classified by a 2-digit number (07). The 
Pecatonica River watershed is a HUC 8 water-
shed, referring to its size and the 8-digit code 
used to describe it. The Pecatonica River water-
shed’s classification number is 07090003. Notice 
the 07 at the beginning of the 8-digit code used 
to classify the Pecatonica River’s location within 
the Upper Mississippi watershed. The Lower 

East Branch Pecatonica River (pictured on the 
map straddling the Green–Lafayette County 
line) has a HUC designation of 0709000309. 
Note the first 8 digits of the Lower East Branch 
refer to its location within the Pecatonica River 
Watershed. The average HUC 10 in Wisconsin 
is about 150 square miles or 100,000 acres. There 
are 256 HUC 10 watersheds described in the 
Mississippi River basin in Wisconsin. 

So now what is "watershed restoration," and 
why is it so important? Watershed restoration is 
the idea that if you want to solve the problems in 
a water body, you must address issues on the land 
mass that creates the watershed.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(USDA–NRCS) set out to assess the water-
sheds contributing the most nitrogen and 
phosphorus into the Mississippi River. The 
Lower East Branch Pecatonica River had top 
scores for both the nitrogen and phosphorus 
loading. You can read the full report here:  
h t t p : / / d n r . w i . g o v /
t o p i c / s u r f a c e W a t e r /
nutrient/4chapter1Targeting%20
Priority%20Setting.pdf

Consequently, the Lower East Branch 
Pecatonica River gained a priority status for 
restoration. The USDA awarded a Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
grant to help address the watershed issues 
facing the Pecatonica River with a focus on 
Lafayette County. You can read more about 
that program here: https://www.nrcs.
usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail-
full/national/programs/farmbill/
rcpp/?cid=nrcseprd1307754.

A local group of farmers has put together a 

producer-led watershed group called Pecatonica 
Pride to help address the phosphorus and 
nitrogen issues in the Lower East Branch. This 
group was awarded a grant from the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection to help get them started.

According to Kriss Marion, a founding 
member of Pecatonica Pride, “The Watershed 
Association is a new collaboration of community 
groups, farmers, fishers, landowners, and river 
lovers pulling together to improve and promote 
the Pecatonica River and its trout streams 
between Blanchardville and Argyle, Wisconsin. 
Through education and recreation events, they 
hope to move everyone in and around the two 
towns to fall in love with the water and learn 
how to better take care of it together. The project 
area is the Lower East Branch of the Pecatonica 
Watershed, and ten landowners controlling 
nearly 2,000 acres have already committed to 
furthering conservation efforts on their prop-
erties—but the goal is to involve many more 
acres. The farmers are reaching out to their 
neighbors to spread excitement about conser-
vation, but also improve the comfort level of 

working with govern-
ment and private agen-
cies. The Blanchardville 
Woman’s Club is active 
in reaching out to other 
community groups and 
existing river sport, recre-
ation, and clean-up groups 
to host and staff educa-
tion and recreation events 
on the river and streams. 
Wisconsin Farmers 
Union and Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau Federation 
have committed to 
supporting the efforts. The 
Blanchardville Woman’s 
Club is also getting trained 
as WAV (water action 
volunteer) leaders to bring 
other members of (SEE 
WATERSHED, p. 5)  

Bethany Emond Storm

National watershed map.

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/surfaceWater/nutrient/4chapter1Targeting%20Priority%20Setting.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=nrcseprd1307754
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(WATERSHED, continued from p. 4) the 
community into the water to do assessments of 
quality and habitat. This effort started as conver-
sations between conservation farmers and the 
Woman’s Club, and has grown to include Boy 
and Girl Scouts, school administrators, Trout 
Unlimited, Prairie Enthusiasts, restoration 
professionals, PTA, citizen scientists, and river 
clean-up clubs. The group has a robust schedule 
of events planned for 2017 and will reach out to 

local businesses next to pursue sponsorship and 
promotion partnerships.” 

You can follow the Pecatonica Pride 
Watershed Association on Facebook and find out 
how you can get involved at https://www.
facebook.com/pecatonicapride/.

Blanchardville Woman's Club is also on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1589437734665000/ or you may 
contact President Julie Saether (julie-s@tds.net).

Bethany fell in love with nature at an early 
age. She has worked in Florida for the state 
EPA, NOAA, and the Florida Division of 
Forestry overseeing small and large scale resto-
ration projects. For the ecology department 
of the Forest Preserve District of DuPage 
County, Illinois, she paired geospatial and 
ecological datasets. Bethany and her family are 
restoring a small farm using native plants, live-
stock, and perennial food crops.

GREEN’S PRAIRIE CEMETERY
david Green, president 

Green’s prairie Cemetery assoCiation

It has been a good year at Green’s Prairie 
Cemetery. The year began with our annual 

burn on April 23. Then Memorial Day saw 
70o weather and no rain. Seventy-five people 
turned out to hear Tom Mitchell tell us about 
Joel Walker who served in the 8th Wisconsin 
Infantry during the Civil War. Tom also re-
galed us with stories of Old Abe the bald eagle 
who was the mascot of 8th Wisconsin. Dave 
Green told us of the heritage of Joel’s Anna 
(Everett) Walker. Anna was the last person 
buried in the cemetery. She died on May 28, 
1917, 100 years and one day before this year’s 
Memorial Day ceremonies. Two Quilts of 
Valor were also presented to living veterans 
to honor their service to our country. Vick 
Sasso, local head of the Quilts of Valor orga-
nization, presented a quilt to Randall James 
Kuenzi, son of Bill Kuenzi, Jr., for his 26 years 
of service in the U.S. Air Force, and another 
to Virgil O. Matze for his 2 years of service in 
the U.S. Army.

Also in April we applied for a Historical 
Marker from the Wisconsin Historical Society. 
The marker is intended to honor the early area 
settlers buried in the cemetery. It will contain the 
names of all veterans with markers in the ceme-
tery. It will also highlight what a prairie cemetery 
of the 1800’s really looked like. This one acre 
remnant of the 5,000 acre prairie that originally 
existed here has never been plowed and contains 
prairie species genetically descended from 
ancient stock. Funds for the marker were raised 
from donations solicited for this purpose.

On June 26, Gary Pechmann and Adam 
Nieft of Pechmann’s Memorials, Madison, 

repaired the monument of War of 1812 
veteran Elisha Gorham, which vandals had 
knocked over in 2015. The segments were 
glued together to make it harder to knock 
them over in the future. They also repaired 
the monument of the Stephens family to the 
configuration it had in 1926. The tombstones 
of Julius Hilton, one-year-old (SEE GP, p. 6)

A Little of This,  
a Little of That

—nanCy anderson

We’ve had a bit of a reprieve from elec-
tions this year, but 2016 was probably 

enough to last us for two years. 2018 will 
bring us a more normal election year. We will 
have our usual Spring Primary on February 
20th, the Spring Election on April 3rd, a Par-
tisan Primary on August 14th, and finally the 
General Election on November 6th.

Growth had been slow in the Town of 
York for a number of years, so it’s refreshing 
to know that we are now experiencing a 
growth spurt of sorts. To date this year, 
the Town Board has approved nine new 
driveway applications, and our Building 
Inspector Mike Fenley has completed 
applications for seven new homes. In addi-
tion, there have been twenty real estate 
transfers since the beginning of 2017. We 

have new friends and neighbors to become 
acquainted with.

The Town of York website is a good source 
for a lot of information. Use it often, and if you 
haven’t subscribed to the Weekly Newsletter as 
of yet, please do. All new items will automati-
cally come to your email box each Monday 
morning if items had been added during the 
previous week. Our website can be found at: 
http://www.townofyork.org/.

York Recycling  
is Paying Off

—Cindy and kim peterson

Recycling is the process of converting 
waste materials into recycled materials, 

using less energy. In the past year, Town of 
York residents have been hearing this and 
recycling more than ever. The number of 
homes with trash and recycle containers is 
growing, and with good results. We now 
reserve one trash dumpster each week that is 

converted to a recycle container. Instead of 5 
trash/5 recycle containers, it’s now 4 trash/6 
recycle (a step in the right direction).

There are many paper products that can 
be recycled: newspapers, books, magazines, 
cereal boxes. The list is endless. This newsletter 
you are holding is recyclable! As for docu-
ments or information-sensitive papers, shred 
before placing in a recycling dumpster. Please 
wash or rinse glass/plastic containers before 
throwing in recycle dumpsters. Recyclables 
in clear plastic bags may be put in dumpsters 
if untied, all other bags must be emptied out. 
New to the township or need information? 
Check the Town of York website (http://
www.townofyork.org/resident-
info/garbage-recycling/) or ask the 
recycling coordinator at the York Recycle 
Center. 

One final thing, that little paperboard tube 
left over from the toilet paper roll? Yes, you're 
right. It’s recyclable. Thanks for recycling.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1589437734665000
http://www.townofyork.org/resident-info/garbage-recycling/
https://www.facebook.com/pecatonicapride/
http://www.townofyork.org/
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YORK Town News
c/o Nancy Anderson
N8791 York Center Rd.
Blanchardville, WI 53516

(GP, continued from p. 5) son of James and Ellen Hilton, and 
that of Mary Hubel, wife of James Hubel, were reset on new 
bases . Both tombstones had been laying on the ground for 
years. Th ey are now better protected from weathering and 
are easier for relatives to locate. While Gary was there 
we also found a footstone for George Smith lying at the 
base of the monument for Mary Smith. George was 
not previously known to be buried in the cemetery and 
nothing else is known about him.

Th e most exciting news of the year is the discovery that 
Nathan Sherman, who died in 1866 and is buried in the 
cemetery, was a member of the New York Militia during the 
War of 1812. Only the upper portion of his tombstone still 

exists. We will apply to the U.S. 
Veterans Administration for a 

new tombstone for Nathan. 
Th e discovery brings to 

thirteen the number of 
veterans buried in the 
cemetery. 

Ellen Hilton, and 
that of Mary Hubel, wife of James Hubel, were reset on new 
bases . Both tombstones had been laying on the ground for 
years. Th ey are now better protected from weathering and 

exists. We will apply to the U.S. 
Veterans Administration for a 

new tombstone for Nathan. 
Th e discovery brings to 

thirteen the number of 
veterans buried in the 
cemetery. 

Memorial Day 2017
Qulits of Valor to 
Virgil O. Matz (left) 
and Bill Kuenzi, Jr. 
(below). 
Right: Two stones 
restored.




