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—HEIDI HANKLEY
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t was a busy summer season for the Pecatonica Pride Watershed Association. In
addition to water monitoring efforts and educational farm days, the watershed association
presented Art on the Pec, a celebration of the
recreational and cultural values of the Pecatonica River corridor. Art on the
Pec was a self-guided, art-tourby-boat that started at
Thunder Bridge, south
of Blanchardville,
and ended at the
Argyle
boat
launch.
L o c a l
a r ti s t s
created and
placed 10
temporar y
art installations along
the route on
the shoreline,
floating in the
river, and hanging
from trees. Over the
course of the two-day
event, 150 visitors launched
from Thunder Bridge in canoes
November Partisan Office
and Referendum Election

N

—NANCY ANDERSON, TOWN CLERK

ovember 6 is an important date for
Wisconsinites. There are many issues
and concerns out there about our schools
and affordable secondary education, taxes,
roads and transportation, broadband access,
and healthcare, to name a few. Voters should
prepare themselves by examining all the candidates’ policies and positions on these issues.
Statewide, voters will be choosing candidates
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and kayaks to see the art, and an additional 50
people headed up river from Argyle to view
the work from the deck of Tom Ellefson’s
pontoon boat. Historic Argyle hosted a
community potluck and reception for Art on
the Pec at Saxton House in Argyle, complete
with fantastic food and live music. Artists
from Town of York were well represented at the
event. Nana Schowalter
created
River
Dancer, a
metal

(See
Art, p. 3)

for our next Governor/Lieutenant Governor,
Attorney General, Secretary of State, and
State Treasurer. Also to consider are Congressional candidates for United States Senator,
and United States Representative.
On matters closer to home, we will be asked
to vote for State Legislative offices for State
Senator in District 27, and Representative to the
Assembly for District 80. Finally, on the County
level, we will be choosing a candidate for Sheriff,
Coroner, and Clerk of Circuit Court.
The November ballot will also include a
County Referendum (See Election, p. 2)

(Election, continued from p. 1) for the
County-owned Pleasant View Nursing Home.
The question reads as follows: Under state law,
the increase in the levy of the County of Green
for the tax to be imposed for the next fiscal year,
2019, is limited to .557%, which results in a
levy of $13,092,171. Shall the County of Green
be allowed to exceed this limit and increase the
levy for the next six fiscal years, 2019–2024, for
the exclusive purpose of paying for a portion of
the cost of the operational and capital expenses
of the County-owned Pleasant View Nursing
Home, by a total of 6.625%, which amounts
to a levy increase of $790,000 per year, which
results in a total county levy of $13,882,171?
Yes, or No.
Voters in the New Glarus School District
will be asked to vote on two questions.
Question Number 1—Shall the School
District of New Glarus, Green and Dane
Counties, Wisconsin be authorized to exceed
the revenue limit specified in Section 121.91
Wisconsin Statutes, by $500,000 beginning
with the 2019–2020 school year for recurring purposes consisting of operational costs
to maintain and grow instructional programs,
staffing and facilities? Yes, or No.
Question Number 2—Shall the School
District of New Glarus, Green and Dane
Counties, Wisconsin be authorized to exceed
the revenue limit specified in Section 121.91,
Wisconsin Statutes, by $1,200,000 for the
2018–2019 school year, for the nonrecurring
purpose of purchasing land? Yes, or No.
The polls will be open from 7:00 A.M. until
8:00 P.M. If you are new to the Town and need
to register, there will be someone on duty to
help you. You will need to have lived in the
district for 10 consecutive days, show proof of
residency and a photo ID.
York citizens consistently vote at a higher
percentage rate than the usual predicted
percentage for a particular election. Keep
up the good work, and we look forward to
serving you.

2019 trees for sale
Green County Land & Water
Conservation Dept.
contact
Chris Newberry, Conservation Technician
608-325-4195 ext.120
Chris.Newberry@wi.nacdnet.net
http://www.co.green.wi.gov/
localgov_departments_details.
asp?deptid=114&locid=148
Order by Dec 28, 2018
Pick up in April 2019

From our Town Board

H

—CHAIRMAN DAN REESON

ello everyone, I hope your summer went
well, I know if you are a farmer its been
a tough one.
Town of York has been doing well this
year. The biggest problem is all the rain, its
been tough keeping all the road lanes in good
shape with all the rain and washing out gravel.
Wayne has been grading and cleaning out
ditches so the water sheds off the roads.
The town board is looking into a new truck,
trying to decide if we should go with a smaller
truck or stay with what we have, our oldest
truck is about 18 years old and it’s getting tired.
We have no debt and some funds in reserve.
By the time you read this, I hope the rain
has stopped. If that is the case, there will be
lots of farm equipment on the roads.
Please Slow Down...
...and Be Careful.
I would like to thank everyone who helps
keep the Town of York running. First would have
to be Wayne Bue for taking care of everything for
York, from mowing, taking care of roads, maintenance on equipment and the list goes on.
Our board: Tim, Steve, Nancy, and Ann,
more to do every year.
Plan Commission: Curt, Terri, Marselino,
Bethany, and Linda.
Rural Land Committee: Nana, Bob,
Bethany, April, and Dan.
Recycling Center: Cynthia, Kim, and April.
Carly for cleaning the Town Hall.
All of the Election Workers: Kit, Heidi,
Harriet, Linda, Kelly, Marlys, Steve, Terri, and
Susan.
Assessor Greg.
Peter and Travis for cutting trees along the
roads and also all the folks who cut and clear
trees off the roads after a storm there are a lot
of you who help out.
And Carrie for this newsletter.
All these people do a lot of work for the
Town of York for a small amount of compensation, it’s what makes local government
so good.

A

—2ND SUPERVISOR STEVE HERMANSON

nother year has come and gone since
our last newsletter. As a town, we have
a good line of equipment, with the exception
of the 2000 International plow truck. We are
currently gathering bids on trucks and equipment. We hope to make a decision within the
next few months.
We have spent money toward the New
Glarus Fire Department addition, and also
budgeting money for a new fire truck in 2019.
We put new steel on the town hall this
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—1ST SUPERVISOR TIM CZERWONKA

don't think I'm getting old, but I find myself saying to my kids, "I didn't have <NN>
when I was a kid!" quite a bit these days. For
me, NN ranges from items as mundane as "a
dishwasher" to transformational items like
smart phones, GPS, and navigation courtesy
of applications such as Google Maps. Google
doesn't have the corner on map information
though, there are quite a few other online
mapping resources providing other unique or
property-specific information.
The Green County Land Information Office1
has a significant amount of mapping and parcel
information available on their website.
The "GIS Data Viewer" provides an interactive viewer for tax parcels for all of Green
County. Zooming in to select a individual tax
parcel provides information such as address,
acreage, legal description, and link to additional tax information.
The Center for Watershed Science and
Education at UW-Stevens Point maintains
an interactive well water quality viewer map.2
This information is based on data from private
wells and shows trends on what you might
find in groundwater across the state.
The Wisconsin DNR has quite an extensive
list of maps3 available that provide information about topics ranging from air quality to
fishing, hunting, and wildlife.
Maps aren't limited to the ground under
your feet—interactive sky maps4 along with
a myriad of smart phone applications can
provide you with a guide as to what you're
seeing when you look up at the night sky.
Finally, like it or not, winter is coming. The
Wisconsin DOT provides a map5 with winter
road conditions and traffic cameras -- either can
be used to make appropriate winter travel plans
or just watch and be glad you stayed home.
[1] https://tinyurl.com/gclandinfo
[2] https://tinyurl.com/uwspwell
[3] https://dnr.wi.gov/maps/
[4] https://in-the-sky.org/charts.php
[5] https://511wi.gov/

spring, and also new gutters. Hopefully these
repairs will last for years to come.
We spent over $100,000.00 on resurfacing
roads. For every tax dollar spent, the town
receives 7 cents. So we do the best we can with
what we have. The town had a surplus last year,
and we will be diligent about staying within
the budget.
I would like to thank Wayne Bue and Travis
Leonard for their hard work and dedication.
I hope everyone has a safe harvest and good
health in the coming year.

News from the York
Township Plan Commission
—TERRI NIPPLE, PLAN COMMISSION SECRETARY

B

ack in July of 2014, the Town Board
announced that York Township had
launched a data base to track dwelling unit
allotments attached to a given property. The
process is to help us all abide by the terms
spelled out in the York Land Division Transfer Ordinance #16-3. (Ordinance #10-4 was
revised in 2016). One dwelling unit allotment attaches to every 20 acres, and some or
all of those allotments can be retained by the
seller when property is divided or transferred.
The Plan Commission and Town Board continue to urge residents to go to townofyork.
org; go to Residents and then Land Units
to check the number of dwelling unit allotments on your parcel(s). Please bring any
concerns regarding dwelling unit allotments
to the Township Plan Commission.
An important reminder, the York
Township Plan Commission requests that
residents who are planning to sell, develop,
or divide any property at any time, attend a
Plan Commission meeting prior to doing
the transaction. Please bring with you a
Notes from the Treasurer
—ANN CARLSON

P

roperty taxes: Once again this year you
can pay your property taxes online using
a credit card (2.39% fee), debit card ($3.95
flat fee), or electronic check ($1.50 flat fee)
on the Green County Website. An advantage to paying electronically is that you get
confirmation of your payment and can print
a receipt immediately. Both of these options
are available through the secure county website (www.co.green.wi.gov). A listing
of the 2018 tax roll will be posted on the
town website (www.townofyork.org).
Collections at the York Town Hall will be
on Monday, December 31, 2018, and Saturday, January 26, 2019.
Mailing payments is the most efficient
payment process. All payments with a postmark date of December 31, 2018 and prior
will be posted in 2018. All payments with a
postmark of January 31, 2019 will be applied
to the first installment in 2018. All payments
made after January 31, 2019 are to be mailed
to Green County. This year, receipts can
be obtained online (see tax insert for more
information), via email address, or a selfaddressed stamped envelope. Escrow checks
exceeding taxes due will be accepted and

completed Preliminary Parcel Division/
Transfer Inquiry Form posted on the
Township website under FORMS. Be sure
to include other supporting documents,
including a CSM (Certified Survey Map)
if you have one, and include the Tax Parcel
Number, as requested on the form.
The Plan Commission will review
your request, form, and supporting documents. If your request is within the requirements of York Township Ordinance
#16-03, the request will be forwarded to the
York Town Board for approval. Meeting
with the Plan Commission prior to transferring/developing, or dividing any property
within the Township, helps to ensure that
your transaction complies with the Town’s
Ordinance. This will also help keep the
Township’s Dwelling Unit Allotment Data
Base updated.
The York Township Plan Commission
regularly meets on the first Tuesday of the
month in the York Town Hall. A request
to be on the agenda should be made at least
a few days prior to our meeting to allow for
legal posting. Such a request may be made
to any Plan Commission member. See www.
townofyork.org for information.
the overpayment refunded to the tax payer
after the next town board meeting. Any
two-party checks need to be endorsed by
the taxpayer and all checks written prior to
February 1, 2019 need to be made payable
to: Town of York.
Dog license fees remain unchanged: males
and females, $10; spayed and neutered, $5;
multiple dog fee of $40 for up to 12 dogs and
$4 for each additional dog. A copy of rabies
vaccination including the rabies manufacturer and ID number is required to be on file
before a dog license will be issued.
What is a mil rate and how is it
determined? A mil rate is basically the
dollar amount of tax per $1,000 of assessed
value. When all levies have been set by the
state, county, township, schools, and vocational districts, a mil rate is computed for
each by dividing the amount levied by the
total assessed value. Residents of York have
one of three mil rates, depending on which
school district they reside in. The mil rate
seen on the tax bill is the state mil rate + the
county mil rate – the county sales tax mil
rate + the township mil rate – the school tax
credit mil rate + the mil rates for the school
district and vocational district in which the
taxpayer owns land. Typically, as assessed
value increases, the mil rate decreases.
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(Art, continued from p. 1) sculpture that
greeted visitors at the start of the tour. Bob
Bergman’s traditional whirligig, Paddling the
Pec, featured two paddlers that paddled fast or
slow depending on the whim of the wind. Maia
Hankley sculpted Floating Garden on a trio of
balls, back-dropped by a beautiful cliffside.
Heidi Hankley partnered with friend Becky
Powers to craft a 13-foot fish, Flashtastica
pecatonicus, from various repurposed materials including CDs decommissioned from the
library system. Nick Engelbert’s Grandview
also sponsored two community pieces; Snap,
created by summer school youth and Madison
artist, Dan Slick, and River Dragon, which
recently appeared in the Blanchardville homecoming parade.
Plans are underway for Art on the Pec 2019,
happening mid-August next summer. If you’re
interested in getting involved, please contact
Heidi Hankley at hhankley@gmail.com.
(Green's Prairie Cemetery, continued
from p. 6) three Townships that it once served,
lists a few of the prominent people buried
here, and lists the thirteen known veterans
with grave stones in the cemetery. The marker
also highlights the natural history of the oneacre plot of deep-soil prairie, which has never
been plowed.Special presentations were made
to Lyle Klosterman by Bill Kuenzi for Lyle’s
former service on the Cemetery Association
and by Chairman Dan Reeson for his former
service on the Town Board.
Also at the celebration, Dave Green talked
about newly discovered information about
three burials of the Crooks family in Green’s
Prairie Cemetery. Death certificates confirm
that Mahala (Sweet) Crooks died in 1893 and
was buried in GPC. Mahala and George’s last
two children, twin boys, were born prematurely in 1859 and were also confirmed to
have been buried in the cemetery. However,
there are no surviving tombstones for any of
the Crooks family in the cemetery. Mahala’s
name is listed on her husband’s tombstone at
the Greenwood cemetery in Monroe, but they
have no records showing if Mahala’s remains
were moved to Monroe.
Due to the wet year, Pechmann Memorials has
had to delay anticipated work at the cemetery.

• Glass and metal cans

A Recycling Reminder

O

—CINDY AND KIM

ur township is doing a super job recycling. To continue to do so, we need
some reminders. Recyclables are easy to do, all
recyclables go into the recycle bins.
Recyclable materials include

• Personal business papers (should be
first shredded for your protection)
• Fluorescent and compact fluorescent
bulbs (put them in the recycle building)
• All oil.
• Single clean
bags. There is a blue
barrel in front of the building to contain
them. Please put them here so they don’t
blow out of the recycle dumpsters.

• Clean paper products
• Junk mail
• Clean cardboard (needs to be
flattened)

AG chemical containers are not recyclable.
Put in trash.
Clear plastic bags need to be untied or

• Clean plastic (all numbers)

Batteries to Recycle, Batteries to Throw Away

A

visual on which batteries you should throw out with the trash (alkaline batteries
should be put directly into the dumpster, intermingled with normal trash. They are
not recyclable.) The rest, including nickle metal hydride, rechargables, lithium, camera, and
button batteries, should definitely be recycled, as these are toxic when put into landfi lls.
Thank you for taking the time to sort these out! At the York Recycling Center, please give
recyclable batteries directly to the supervisor on duty.
Hazardous! (Give to site supervisor directly for recycling)

cut open before putting into recycle bins.
Nonclear plastic bags are to be emptied and
properly disposed of.
Aluminum cans can be separated and placed
in designated area. These cans are picked up by
one of our town residents. All money received
for these aluminum cans is returned to our
community in the form of school supplies and
activities. You may put bagged aluminum cans
in the chain link cage.
We have been saving plastic grocery bags and
egg cartons for the Green County food pantry
in Monticello (this is optional), and we will
continue to help our community in many ways.
Thank you for recycling and doing your
part to keep the town SHIPSHAPE!

Town of York Recycling Center hours:
Saturdays 8 am to 12 pm, year-round
Wednesdays 5 to 8 pm, June through August

Dispose in Trash
DO NOT RECYCLE

York pays per pound to recycle hazardous
waste. Alkaline batteries are not considered
hazardous, and are not recyclable. These
should accompany your normal trash.

ium
th
i
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atteries
Tool B

Nickel-Metal
Hydride

Rechargea
bles

Recycling Hazardous
Materials
—TIM CZERWONKA
REPRINTED FROM 2017 BY REQUEST
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ot all of our garbage is safe to be simply tossed in garbage or recycle bins. In
addition to paying for removal of trash and recycling at our Recycling Center, the Town currently accepts and pays additional money for
disposal of certain other common household
items which are considered hazardous waste.
These include fluorescent light bulbs, both
tube type and those curly CFLs; rechargeable

Alkaline

Ni-Cd

batteries, both NiMH (nickel-metal hydride)
and NiCd (nickel-cadmium); and lithium
batteries, including coin-type and those found
in some cell phones.
We are currently working with PKK Lighting
in Middleton. PKK claims that almost every
component in a lighting system can be 100%
recycled and provides the Town with proof and
assurance of proper disposal to protect against
potential future liability for improper disposal.
PKK lighting works closely with File13 in
Madison for proper disposal of batteries.
As an example of costs associated with
proper recycling, the town pays $0.45 per
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4ˇ fluorescent tube and $0.55 per CFL.
Not cheap! Among other reasons, use of
individually numbered window hangtags
at our facility helps to keep costs down by
helping to ensure that only residents are using
our facility.
If you are bringing fluorescent lighting
or batteries to our recycling center, please
check with one of our site supervisors to
ensure proper storage and sorting of your
items while they await pickup. As always,
they can answer any questions you may have
regarding items you might bring to our recycling center.

Tr ash and Recycling
By the Numbers
—CARRIE CZERWONKA

W

hat is the actual cost of our trash and
recycling in York? Does it cost me
more if I put my pop can in the trash dumpster or in a recycle dumpster? If it seems like a
lot of trouble to sort out recycling from your
trash, let's take a look at the numbers.
Every year, our Town Clerk fills out
a report of Actual Costs of Recycling.
Our total expense for 2017 pickups was
$20,845.68. While we leased a total of 12
bins for pickup, six for trash and six for
recyclables, the trash pickups cost the Town
$15,692.00 while the recycling pickups cost
us $5,153.00. Our recycling efforts saved
our town $10, 539 last year!

NE WS R ELE A SE
Disa ster Field Oper ations Center E a st
R ele a se Date: Oct. 2 0, 2 018 Contact:
Mich a el L a mpton (4 0 4) 331- 0333
Mich a el .L a mpton@sba .gov
R ele a se Number : 19 - 070, W I 15756/15757

SBA Offers Disaster
Assistance to Residents
of Wisconsin Affected by
Severe Storms, Tornadoes,
Str aight-Line Winds,
Flooding, and Landslides
WASHINGTON – SBA Administrator
Linda McMahon issued the following
statement after the announcement of the
Presidential disaster declaration for several
counties in Wisconsin affected by severe
storms, tornadoes, straight-line winds,
flooding and landslides from Aug. 17 through
Sept. 14, 2018:
“The U.S. Small Business Administration is
strongly committed to providing Wisconsin
residents with the most effective response
possible to assist businesses, homeowners and
renters with federal disaster loans. Getting businesses and communities up and running after a
disaster is our highest priority.”
The disaster declaration covers Crawford,
Dane, Juneau, La Crosse, Monroe, Richland,
Sauk and Vernon counties in Wisconsin which
are eligible for both Physical and Economic
Injury Disaster Loans from the SBA. Small
businesses and most private nonprofit organizations in the following adjacent counties
are eligible to apply only for SBA Economic
Injury Disaster Loans: Adams, Columbia,
Dodge, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jackson, Jefferson,

We don't get much flexibilty when it
comes to the number of recycling and trash
dumpsters at our center. We can change the
number of dumpsters we have on hand, but
we will be charged for these dumpsters no
matter if they are full or not at time of pickup.
To keep pickup costs low as can be, the goal
is to maintain a minimum total of dumpsters.
When the time comes that we need to add
another dumpster, it is an obvious win if it can
be a recycling type.
In 2018 we have added an additional dumpster. The good news? It is a recycling dumpster!
That indicates a healthy recycling habit, now
that York has more recycling dumpsters than
trash. And yet, we can do better. Some things
are getting in the trash that should be in the
recycling. Please take a look and see how your
recycling efforts are working. Ask for help when

needed, the Recycling Supervisors are there to
help. Have you been asked to try harder? Don't
feel bad. They are trying to prevent avoidable
hikes in our taxes by making sure our recycling
dumpsters don't turn into trash dumpsters.
We pay for volume, not by ton. The recycle
and trash dumpsters are the same size, but cost us
differently for pickup (by a lot!). It is easy to see
why recycling is so important to York taxpayers.
And why overall reduction of and compaction of
both trash and recycling items is important, too.
And that pop can? That has the best
option yet. We have a special collection just
for aluminum, where a resident hauls it away
and earns a few dollars for local schools. So
York doesn't pay anything at all for pickup
of aluminum cans that are deposited in the
designated area. A little effort goes a long way.
Thank you for working to keep costs low.

Rock, Trempealeau and Wood in Wisconsin;
Allamakee and Clayton in Iowa; Houston and
Winona in Minnesota.
Businesses and private nonprofit organizations of any size may borrow up to $2 million to
repair or replace disaster damaged or destroyed
real estate, machinery and equipment, inventory, and other business assets. Applicants may
be eligible for a loan increase up to 20 percent
of their physical damages, as verified by the
SBA for mitigation purposes. Eligible mitigation improvements may include a safe room
or storm shelter, sump pump, French drain
or retaining wall to help protect property and
occupants from future damage caused by a
similar disaster.
For small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives, small businesses engaged in aquaculture and most private nonprofit organizations,
the SBA offers Economic Injury Disaster Loans
to help meet working capital needs caused by
the disaster. Economic Injury Disaster Loan
assistance is available regardless of whether the
business suffered any physical property damage.
Disaster loans up to $200,000 are available to homeowners to repair or replace
disaster damaged or destroyed real estate.
Homeowners and renters are eligible up to
$40,000 to repair or replace disaster damaged
or destroyed personal property.
Interest rates are as low as 3.675 percent
for businesses, 2.5 percent for nonprofit
organizations and 2 percent for homeowners
and renters with terms up to 30 years. Loan
amounts and terms are set by the SBA and are
based on each applicant’s financial condition.
Applicants may apply online using
the Electronic Loan Application
(ELA) via the SBA’s secure website at

DisasterLoan.sba.gov .
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To be considered for all forms of disaster
assistance, applicants should register online at
DisasterAssistance.gov or download
the FEMA mobile app. If online or mobile
access is unavailable, applicants should call
the FEMA toll-free helpline at 800-621-3362.
Those who use 711-Relay or Video Relay
Services should call 800-621-3362.
Additional details on the locations of
Disaster Recovery Centers and the loan application process can be obtained by calling the
SBA Customer Service Center at 800-6592955 (800-877-8339 for the deaf and hard-ofhearing) or by sending an e-mail to disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.
The filing deadline to return applications
for physical property damage is Dec. 17, 2018.
The deadline to return economic injury applications is July 18, 2019.
For more information about the SBA’s
Disaster Loan Program, visit our website at
sba.gov/disaster.
A bou t the U.S. Sm a ll Business
A dministr ation

The U.S. Small Business Administration
makes the American dream of business ownership a reality. As the only go-to resource
and voice for small businesses backed by the
strength of the federal government, the SBA
empowers entrepreneurs and small business
owners with the resources and support they
need to start, grow or expand their businesses,
or recover from a declared disaster. It delivers
services through an extensive network of SBA
field offices and partnerships with public and
private organizations. To learn more, visit
www.sba.gov.
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GREEN’S PR AIRIE CEMETERY
DAVID W. GREEN, PRESIDENT
GREEN’S PRAIRIE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

I

t has again been a very active year at the
Cemetery. The Prairie Bluff Chapter of
the Prairie Enthusiasts conducted our annual burn of the cemetery on April 23. On
May 17 Tom Mitchell conducted a “cemetery walk” for about a dozen members of
the Green County Genealogical Society.
Tom talked about the history of the Cemetery, the history of some of the people buried there, the veterans with markers in the
cemetery, the natural history of the prairie
plants in the cemetery, and the land management over the years.
Also in May we retrieved the Wisconsin
Historical Marker from the Postville
Blacksmith Shop, where it had been stored
since February. Between spring rain storms,
Town Chairman Dan Reeson used his
tractor mounted posthole digger to dig a
three-foot deep hole for the marker. Bill
Kuenzi and Dave Green then spent about
three hours one Saturday morning setting the
pole for the marker in cement. The marker
has different information on each of its two
sides and is oriented so that both sides can

be read without someone having to get
out of their car. A very hot and muggy day
greeted everyone at our annual Memorial
Day celebration on May 28. With temperatures near 90 degrees, only about 30 hardy
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souls showed up for the shortened ceremony.
The highlight was the dedication of the
historical marker. The marker highlights the
establishment of the cemetery in 1838 and
the (See Green's Prairie Cemetery, p. 3)

