The meeting was called to order Bebruary 7, 2006 at 800p.m.. Roll call was taken and
present were Curtis Moen, David Hermanson, KellynfkBnson and Yvonne Ogren.
Others present were, Dan Truttmann, Steve HermaBsamBergman, Marilyn Jaeger
and Monica Hodgson. The minutes were read fronptaeious meeting. Curtis made a
motion to accept the minutes as read and Davidnsksebit. They were then accepted as
read. First on the agenda was the land divisiosgmed by Suzy Favor Hamilton. She
was representing the owners of this property, Dia&r&andy Hamilton. It was CSM
#2358 for a total of 59.47 acres. This is dividgd2b and gives them a total of three
units. The parcel was divided into three lots Hrat19.91acres, 19.92 acres and 19.64
acres with one unit per each lot. Everything walni@ with our comprehensive plan and
therefore we said it was okay and now she woule hapresent this to the town board
for approval.

Next on the agenda Bob Bergman presented a profmogsd plan commission that he
had also brought to the town board. It read as¥dl It has to do with development
rights. Primrose Township is working on this alsobrief — There is an approximate
$800.00 per acre difference in the land valuegaonland and whole farm sales to
developers. Farmers who need to cash out for ne¢iné often cannot sell to another
farmer as banks are unwilling to loan more tharraxmately $2000.00 per acre for
farmland. This has kept land from being transfetoethmily members or neighbors who
would continue to farm. If the Town of York couldythe development rights for
properties at the differential of these values,sier could get their retirement money
and the new farmer could afford to buy the landsTénd could be sold, but not for
development. The problems are how to get the mandyhow to identify properties that
would be suitable for this program. | suggest tiwing:

1. Plan Commission will create an advisory committeagsess the feasibility of
this program. This committee will report back te folan Commission in one to
two months with preliminary findings.

2. Establish a Town of York Preservation Commissidmiswould be separate from
the Town Board; no board member shall serve onbibgsd until 2 years after
board service. This will establish separation fritve board and ensure
independence. This commission shall be createchas-grofit corporation and
will manage the accumulated funds. The commissidirdevelop procedures for
acquiring development rights. This commission wiéirt an educational program
to spread this idea to town residents. This programt have town support to
work.

3. Have atown referendum on a %2 mil increase todtwa tevy for buying
development rights. At current evaluation this \gi#inerate over $31,000
annually. The Town of Dunn has this type of progrdimey have bought the
rights to 2000 acres of land in 10 years. The toamtribution has been around
20% and the remaining funds have been from grants.

4. Use accumulated monies as matching funds from ceaitsen group grants.
Pheasants Forever, Ducks Unlimited and the Natores€rvancy are some
groups that are working with localities for lanepervation.



5. Identify areas suitable for developing and areasdmservation. | suggest that
the best farm land, usually ridge land in Town afrk, be the first to be
protected. This will also tie in to our vision gatent of protecting scenic vistas.
Housing on the ridges is the most visible.

Bob said if we would like further information onigthe would be happy to follow
through further on this matter.

Next on the agenda was Curtis’ report on the Histand Archaeological sites. In the
Agricultural, Natural & Cultural Resources sectmfrour comprehensive plan under
Archaeological Sites and cemeteries these are@kqted. In the Architecture and
Historic Inventory section these are only recordetiprotected. Some interesting notes
in this section are #89277 dates back to 1860 89886 dates back to 1861 and also
#89296 a log cabin dated back to 1855. Also inABésection just below this #GR-
0010 unnamed site- woodland dated 1000AD and 1008#d0GR-0305-white rock kiln
dates back to between 1901-1906. A question wasghtaip if cemeteries in Town of
York can have burials in them. Curtis will checkther on this and report at our next
meeting. David checked on outdoor lighting. Hé&edlto Doug Keil. This is what is
available: shields that would face the light dowse 100 watt bulbs or use electric eye. It
would run 3 hours and then shut off and before demme on again. Bob Bergman said
he would try new lighting at his place of businddse.would use this as an example so
people could see how this style of lighting wouttbrove on the light pollution. Kelly
will recommend to the town board to add the follogvio the Code of Country Living:
Shaded Lighting - we would encourage shaded lighittnminimize illumination but yet
provide adequate lighting. Supporting an energgeveind environmentally friendly rural
community atmosphere. Curtis made a motion to adjte meeting and David
seconded it. The meeting was adjourned at 10.05p.m.

Yvonne Ogren, Clerk Plan Commission



